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8 Dutch kraeek (carvel or carrack), ca, 
cannon on deck. 


9 German carrack, ca. 1490, 
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10 Columbus’ flagship, the Sonic Maria, 1492. This tvpc of vessel was then n 

known in Spain as a “naa,” or ship par excellence. The two smaller S UpS 10 lc ^ cet ’ l ^ e an ^ ^ le Pinto, were caravels. 

































































































11 Vasco da Gama's flagship, the Saint Gabriel, 1497. In this ship, along explorer left Lisbon in the spring of 1497, sailed around the Cape of 

with the Saint Raphael and the Saini Michael, the P' Good Hope and reached India, returning to Lisbon in 1499. 
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The Mayflower, English,. 1620. This was the ship in which he 102 
Pilgrims sailed from Plymouth in search of religious freedom landing 
near Cape Cod two months later. The illustration shows the 
unending activity on board: preparing food, repairing sails, and the 

like. 















































































































































































































































































































































17 (opposite) The Wasa> Swedish, 1627, This ship, which sank in 

Stockholm harbor in 1628, was located in 1956 and raised in 1961. It 
is now on permanent display in the Swedish capital. Its length, 
excluding bowsprit, is 60.9 meters, its beam (greatest width) 11.7 
meters. The crew probably consisted of 133 sailors and 300 soldiers. 
The Wasa carried 64 cannon. 

18 (above) Dutch public or private yacht, 1678. This type of boat was 

called a “statenjacht” if it belonged to the government, a "speeljacht” 
if it was the pleasure boat of a wealthy burgher. 
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19 The Sovereign of the Seas, English, 1637, This was the ««. u- 

mount 100 guns. M the flrst ship to 


























































































































































20 Cross section of an English first- 








































































































































































































































































































































23 The deck of an eighteenth-century man-of-war during the heat of battle. 
Shot has carried away parts of the shrouds on the lower rigging and 
the crews are gathering up the sails so that the decks are left clear for 
the gunners. 
























































































































24 (above) The Victory, Nelson’s flagship at Trafalgar, 1805. With a crew 
of 850, this first-rate ship of the line, launched in 1765, headed the 
British fleet of 33 sail that defeated the French and Spanish fleet. 
Nelson died of his wound while still on board this ship, which is now 
preserved at Portsmouth, 

25 (opposite) The stern of the Victory. The ship had three gun decks and 
102 guns. 
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26 The Essex , an American frigate in the War of 1812. Pretending to be a Alert on August 3* 1812, and dismasted it, Later the Essex was the 

merchantman, this ship opened fire unexpectedly on the British ship first American warship in the Pacific, 
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Baltimore clipper, ca. 1820. The fast small ship illustrated here had 
square sails on the masts, but was schooner-rigged as well. 










































28 American whaler, ca. 1850. The lower sails are furled because the lookout watches for more whales. The whaleboats are hoisted on 

blubber is being dried on deck. At the main topgallant masthead a fixed davits. 




































































































































































































31 The Cutty Sark , a British clipper, 1869. This famous ship, now on 
permanent view in Greenwich, England, was employed in the wool 
trade with Australia, from which it once returned to England in 67 
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32 The Archibald Russel, a British four-masted bark, 1905. The last of its 
type built for a British firm (Scotland), it was purchased by a Finnish 
line in 1924 and saw service until after the Second World War. 
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different things. The corps of senior officers comprised a competitive 
cadre of foreign adventurers, soldiers of fortune, and court syco¬ 
phants who gave Jones their elbows at every opportunity. There 
were lots of elbows and lots of opportunities. 

“I have never suffered so much vexation as in this one Campaign 
of the Liman, which was nearly the death of me,” wrote Jones later. 

Ironically, in Russia he had no crew problems, and got on 
famously with the ordinary sailors of his ship and his squadron. He 
wrote: "I am delighted with the courage of the Russians, which is the 
more glorious because it is without show-off.” He cracked jokes with 
his men, ate with them before battle, and once dressed up to look 
like them, just before having himself rowed by night through the 
pickets and amongst the enemy’s anchored fleet There, he person¬ 
ally reconnoitered the Turk’s strength and disposition, according to 
the account of Jones by a Cossack sailor named Ivak who was the 
Admiral’s interpreter on his nocturnal exploit. 

By the end of October, the Turkish fleet had been pushed from 
the Liman, and the key Turkish land position was blockaded, meaning 
Jones’s squadron had succeeded in its objective, for which Kontra 
miral Jones got little credit and a lot of grief. If he thou ^ t * ‘* 
learned about back stabbing, dirty tricks and internecine politicking 


carrying a second, water-borne army; third, a squadron of larger 
warships — which was Jones’s command. In it was his flagship, 
VLADIMIR, a 70-gun ship of the line reduced to 2 4 24-pounders 
because of the shallows in which it had to work; frigate ALIKSANDR 
NEVSKII (Jones’s spelling), 50 guns, also reduced to half armament; 
plus seven smaller frigates and a smattering of lesser craft. 


Flagship VLADIMIR in action at the Liman 


Tliis is not the place for a detailed analysis of the Liman 
campaign. Jones’s role was to protect the flank of an army and the 
large flotilla of small craft. Starting in early June, 1788, his squadron 
fought a series of battles and skirmishes, using weapons and tactics 
which were as unfamiliar to the Admiral as the languages spoken 
around him. 

In one action, Jones had to have himself rowed through his 
squadron so his interpreter could shout the Admiral’s orders to his 
individual ships, there being no signal system. In another, Jones 
wanted to engage the enemy flagship more closely, but VLADIMIR’S 
captain discerned his Admiral’s intention and promptly anchored. 
The balls provided for the largest cannon in his squadron were too 
small. The list of problems went on and on, but the worst of them 
came from his fellow officers. The chain of command was snarled and 
ambiguous under Potemkin, who apparently told different officers 
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different things. The corps of senior officers comprised a competitive 
cadre of foreign adventurers, soldiers of fortune, and court syco¬ 
phants who gave Jones their elbows at every opportunity. There 
were lots of elbows and lots of opportunities. 

“I have never suffered so much vexation as in this one Campaign 
of the Liman, which was nearly the death of me,” wrote Jones later. 

Ironically, in Russia he had no crew problems, and got on 
famously with the ordinary sailors of his ship and his squadron. He 
wrote: “I am delighted with the courage of the Russians, which is the 
more glorious because it is without show-off.” He cracked jokes with 
his men, ate with them before battle, and once dressed up to look 
like them, just before having himself rowed by night through the 
pickets and amongst the enemy’s anchored fleet. There, he person¬ 
ally reconnoitered the Turk’s strength and disposition, according to 
the account of Jones by a Cossack sailor named Ivak who was the 
Admiral’s interpreter on his nocturnal exploit. 

By the end of October, the Turkish fleet had been pushed from 
the Liman, and the key Turkish land position was blockaded, meanmg 
Jones’s squadron had succeeded in its objective, for whic 
m"ral Jones got little credit and a lot of grief. If he though he had 
learned about back stabbing, dirty tricks and internecine politicking 


in the drawing rooms of Par 
in the Ukraine. He took it all 
and then inevitably wrote hi 
also his last. Potemkin sack 
merely that he would be v 
Swedes. He went to St. Petei 
in June, hoping for his next c 
absence, which, along with 
meant his walking papers. 

Jones returned to Eur< 
capitals, and settled in an ap 
efforts as usual to obtain a c 
which he invited to offer hi 
have the opportunity to fig 
lingering ill health, he watet 
gathered, consuming the Pa 
died, on the evening of July 
was spared by a few week 
cobblestones, carrying away 
tors to the guillotine. A few 
his commission as United St 


In the absence of any 
arranged by Jones’s Frencl 
buried in an alcohol-filled 1 
day wanted the body returr 


Flagship VLADIMIR in 
































Tenaciously, Jones followed his enemy, whose m 
at last was impeded enough to prevent her standing 
breeze allowed RICHARD to pull ahead and attempt to cro * PUffof 
bows, but instead of completing the evolution, sluggish 
off and caught the enemy’s bowsprit aft, where it broke the ARDfcl1 
and then hung up in the mizzen rigging. Jones personalty's^ 
SERAPIS' severed jibstay. which had fallen across Richard’s 
and tied it to his mizzenmast, locking the ships together. P 

For the moment. SERAPIS was neutralized, with no guns bearing 
As the ships drifted in the northwesterly setting current, SHRapis 
slowlv pivoted, snapping off her jibboom, her stern swinging around, 
until she faced southeast, side by side with RICHARD, on the opposite 
heading. She was snared quickly with grappling lines . . . caught. 

Seeing his advantage of mobility lost, Pearson tried desperately 
to cut free. but. according to Midshipman Fanning in command of 
RICHARD'S main top: 

Ti)e enemy’s tops being entirely silenced , the men in ours 
bad nothing to do but to direct their whole fire down upon 
tlye enemy’s decks and forecastle; this we did, an wi 
much success that in about twenty-fire minutes ^ 

had cleared her decks so that not a man on 
SERAPIS was to be seen. 

. th rh e gun muzzles o f 

Below, the cannonade had begun again, w 1 SERAPIS now 

the two ships’ lower deck batteries nearh lou d , and as tht 

found her previously unused starboard batter} opened, those 

lower deck ports on that side had not been P rc t heir ° wn ^ U .*L 
touching RICHARD’S sides had to be blown d dropP ed ’ h ° P L 

Above, Pearson ordered SERAP.S' porrside anchored JP 
the knot-and-a-half ebb current might wren ^ theif e mbr jC 
antagonist. It did not. The two ships remain " 


. . irvt*st moon just shv of full, rose in the northeast to a 45° 
bright harvts m the batUe an d the dark sea with a silvery 

dccUnaUOn Acting on the translucent dome of smoke which 
brilliance, frQm withjn by the red flashes of the guns. The 

Pe n°h C dof the distant cannonade was heard ten miles away, and the 
^"viewed by a gather,ng nruUUude on the northeast factng 

cliffs of Flamborough Head. 

T> y 8:30 p.m., back in the gentle 

J3 firm, y 8 ra PP led ‘ l()Wcr batt cries blasting uninterrupt- 

southerly hull. Between U,CARD’S lower 

edly into and througn iu but the firc s. 

deck and her upper works, not b or magazines 

AU «f RICHARD’S b er forecastle and 

were ordered above, on o ar tillery, the two starboard 

quarterdeck. Front "" pouring decks. Another 

quarterdeck eight-pounders, wt * f side and captained 

eight-pounder was brougit «vc ^ ^ scorc hed yellow trunk of 
directly by Jones, hnng repcaic t To this fire was added 

SERAPIS’ mainmast, for want « ^ K crricrs along RICHARD’S 

that of the blunderbusses, P cdf * J er P from the coehorns in the 
railings, and the plunging s P ra > _ , oft ant i below, and a 

tops. There was also the muskeg bouncing down onto 
sporadic hail of combustibles 8 Fanning reports: 

SERAPIS’ decks. From his mam top vantage, 

bursting unevenly with an explos.on more 
fragmentation grenade. 


7:20 — Opening guns 


































